
Yes, It Can Be Done… No More “Sage On The Stage!” 

 
Secondary classroom teachers will learn how 9th grade biology teacher, Heather LaVarnway, and District 
Coach, Maureen Schiefelbein collaborated to provide an environment where high school students are 
using logs, have structured academic conversations, and where the teacher functions more as a 
facilitator. Constructivist teaching is based on the belief that learning occurs as learners are actively 
involved in the process of knowledge construction as opposed to passively receiving information. This 
highly interactive session will demonstrate what is possible when teachers utilize the elements of 
apprenticeship learning as outlined by Dr. Linda Dorn and Carla Soffos to drive daily instruction. 
Artifacts, resources, sample lesson plans, specific examples, and videos will be a major focus.  
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Maureen Schiefelbein- District Coach & Heather LaVarnway- 9th Grade Biology Teacher                              
(Pembine School District) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


